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Senate increases funding for
Michigan National Guard disaster relief

LANSING - The Michigan Senate has taken prompt action to support the Michigan
National Guard’s efforts to assist those affected by Hurricane Katrina by voting to
authorize money for the operations, announced Sen. Gerald Van Woerkom, R-Norton
Shores today.

“Now with the Michigan National Guard involved in assisting hurricane victims, |
suggest people consider donating to the American Red Cross and to International Aid,”
Van Woerkom said. “The incredible suffering in Louisiana and Mississippi brought on by
Hurricane Katrina requires that we all support relief efforts.”

As approved by the Senate, the legislation authorized $3 million to deploy members of
the Michigan National Guard to parts of Louisiana and Mississippi, which were
devastated by the powerful hurricane that struck recently. Parts of New Orleans were
submerged because of breached levees.

The Guard has used existing funding to travel to the affected areas. The money
appropriated by the Legislature will replace that money.

HiH



